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Being a Mercenary

a0 By Douglas Vaughan -

3 % . Speialto The Washington Post -
*S FORT COLLINS, Colo, Nov: 25

~Former Green Beret Eugene - place of the meeting. But in previous

" statements to reporters he has said

“Tefoya, accused of attempting to

itdider a Libyan student here last. -
“Yedk, today denied charges he was a

* mercenary hired by the Libyan gov-
.ernment. to assassinate political op-
~ponents of Col. Muammar Qaddafi. .
| And, after three weeks of testimo-
iny in Tafoya’s trial, the name of
jEdwin P. Wilson, a former CIA
ragent accused of masterminding a

plot to kill Libyan dissidents in the
United States, finally was put before
| the jury. N s '

i TFafoya acknowledged working for

: Wilkon*inLibya in 1979 and 1980;
' Buthe said: he believed he was work--

isaick he shot Zagallai in self-defense.”

' Tafoya, 43; said he applied for a '

job 3vith the CIA in May, 1976, fol-

tlowkg His discharge after 23 years in

;them“.vh_ﬁ‘,,.. =

» He-said: h;s tésixfne‘ detax!ed hxs

ymilitary -service; including work he
ydid wt the direction of the CIA: dur-
ting Jive years in Vietnam as a mem-
iberiof.‘ the Special' Forces. But the
ICIAC turned him down after an in-
sterview; he said. ~ - '
y Djsappointed, Tafoya went. back
“ito Jruth or Consequences, N.M,
‘and:worked in construction and as a
demolitions expert on a pipeline pro-
jectshe said. L
1 In early 1979, he said, he received
B telephone call from someone ask-:
ing “whether I was still interestéd in
working in the ‘same capacity as .
hadfin the. Special Forces.” A meet:-

ing was arranged with & man named
*Jobn™and another “who spoke with

B farejgn. accent,”. who- said they

" -about” me,” Tafoya said. “He had

- come from my resume to the CIA”> -

.they were with the CIA. They did

~ ning ‘errands, delivering. papers” for
- -Wilson in- the Middle East and Eu-
" rope. iy - ' B -

. Tafoya was ever an employe, Tafoya
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Ex-Green Beret. Denies

testified. - ‘ :
He did not specify the date or

he met the two men in Toronto.
* ~“John seemed to know everything |
information that could only have

Tafoya 'said the two men dis-
played credentials that satisfied him

not offer him a job then, he said, but
“John” later contacted him and in-
strueted him to go to Libya.

'" “It was my understanding I would

be training troops there,” Tafoya

testified. He said he was told to.te- :.
r Saie ork— .. pert: to Wilson, whom he later.
‘ing Jor-the-€TA, not Wilson, when'e~’
ishof Feisal' Zagallai, a leader of Eib-: -
:yargistudents ‘in. the United -States
iwhe oppese Qaddafi; twice in the.

‘head on -O¢t. 14, 1980. Tafoya has -

learned had been a CIA agent.
- Asked if he questioned whether Wil-
‘son was still employed by the agen-’
ey, -‘Tafoya said, “I - never really
thought about it.,” -~ - .
The. training classes’ never took
placei Tafoya said. Instead he did
“menial-type jobs: mechanics; run-

" worked “for The Company,” Tafoya l

*

~ " Altfiough the CIA has denied that

said today that the- entire: time he

_ was in:Libya or serving as a courier

for Wilson, his main employer. was -

“the CIA. He said he continued .re-

porting on his activities to “John.”

In September, 1980, Tafoya tes- .
- tified, he received a message from
* “John” that Zagallai “was making or
" preparing broadcasts endangering

detente between Egypt and Israel.”

"+ - Tafoya said he subsequently was

instructed to contact Zagallai and

" “tell him to knock off the broad-
- casts.” . : :

 There were no orders to kill Zégal-
lai or harm' him in any way, Tafoya
testified. “Instructions were to make

STAT

sure the message was understood,”
he said. - - ‘

Tafoya said when he tried to de-
liver the message, Zagallai “erupted”
in anger and pulled out a gun.
Tafoya said he disarmed Zagallai,
but that when he tried to leave the
apartment, - the Libyan  grabbed

. Tafoya’s gun and in the fighting it

went off. . . -
At no time, Tafoya testified, did

he intend to kill Zagallai or harm

him. . . :
Tafoya acknowledged 'receiving

. money from both Wilson and

“John.” But the money received from.
Wilson—ineluding $8,623 after the
shooting of Zagallai—was “mostly
expenses for: delivering papers and
junk like that,” Tafoya said. -

“Was that payment for anything
you did for Ed Wilson in the United
States?” Tafoya’s attorney asked.

“No,>Tafoya replied.

On cross-examination, Tafoya ad-
mitted asking another former Green
Beret in June, 1979: “Do you know
anyone that should quit breathing?
Permanently.” e

That taped conversation had been .

ruled inadmissible by Larimer Coun-
ty District Court Judge J. Robert
Miller last week. But by taking the
stand, Miller ruled today, Tafoya
opened: himself to questioning about
the work he solicited after leaving

" the Army. .

Defense attorney Scott Robinson
said: “Had we known that the court.
was going to reverse its earlier ruling
and allow into evidence statements
which were previously suppressed
because they were highly prejudicial
and not material to this case, I can
assure you we never would have ad-..
vised our client to take the stand.”

Miller refused to allow prosecu- -
tors to intreduce a full transcript of
the conversation, in which Tafoya
also claims credit for the fire-
bombing in May, 1979, of a car be-
longing to a Canadian businessman
who had a falling out with Wilson
over a deal to ship surveillance
equipment to Libya. ’
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